What Do You Know about the Economy and the Political System of the UK? (Grades 9-11)

1. The British currency is the ________________ .
a) Euro        b) pound sterling        c) English

2. Prior to decimalization the pound was divided into _______________ pence.
a) 100       b) 150       c) 240

3. The Scottish philosopher and political economist _____________ is known as the founder of the modern academic discipline of free market economics.
a) John Lock       b) John Meinard Keynes        c) Adam Smith

4. The Bank of England was founded in ______________ .
a) 1694        b) 1794       c) 1894

5. In the 19th century Britain became the first economic superpower and was called _____ .
a) “the factory of the world”         b) “the workshop of the world”       c) “the workforce” of the world

6. The Exhibition of Industry of All Nations, now better known as the Great Crystal Palace Exhibition, was officially opened by HRM Queen Victoria on _______________ .
a) May 1, 1851       b) May 1, 1870        c) May 1, 1877

7. The East India Company, the world’s first and most enduring transnational corporation, incorporated by royal charter on December 31, ______________ .
a) 1600       b) 1602        c) 1616

8. The process of moving state-owned industries into the private sector is one of the defining characteristics of the _______________ area.
a) Thatcher       b) Major       c) Blair

9. North Sea oil was discovered in the early _________ .
a) 1930s       b) 1960s        c) 1980s

10. The government organization responsible for taxation is known as ______________ .
a) The Inland Revenue       b) the Benefit Agency        c) HM Revenue & Customs

11. The first political parties in Britain were known as ______________ .
a) The Cavaliers and the Roundheads       b) the Whigs and the Tories       c) the Royalists and the Parliamentarians.

12. The “Tories” are ancestors of the _________ Party.
a) Liberal     b) Labour     c) Conservative

13. A bill (proposal for a new law) has to go through _________ readings to become a law.
a) two       b) three        c) four

14. The British Parliament is often called ____________ because of a distinguished building in central London it is housed in.
a) Westminster        b) Buckingham Palace       c) Westminster Abbey

15. There are __________ members in the House of Lords.
a) 657        b) 675        c) 600

16. The House of Commons has ____________ members elected by local residents.
a) 650       b) 659       c) 695

17. Each MP represents in Parliament one political area, known as _______________ .
a) constituency       b) county        c) shire

18. The Government of the UK is formed by the party which wins most seats in ____________ at a general election.
a) The House of Commons        b) the House of Lords       c) the Cabinet

19. In the UK the government department that is responsible for the general management of the economy is called _______________ .
a) The Treasury       b) the Exchequer       c) the Ministry of Finance

20. An important aspect of parliamentary control over the Government’s policy is _________, when ministers deal in turn with MPs questions.
a) Question Time        b) Answers Time       c) MPs Time

True or False? Choose the correct answer. 
21. Britain was the first country to enter the Industrial Revolution.
a) True       b) False

22. The seat of Lord Chancellor in the House of Lords is considered a symbol of England’s coal trade and resulting prosperity.
a) True        b) False

23. The Queen is not allowed to take part in political activity.
a) True       b) False

24. The 1st woman Prime Minister of Britain, M. Thatcher, was given the nickname “the Iron Lady” because of her forceful style of government.
a) True      b) False

25. [bookmark: _GoBack]British prime ministers have never been assassinated.
a) True      b) False



